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to support programs designed to train and 
manage them after they get there. The current 
national climate requires decisive action to im-
plement solutions. This legislation initiates the 
reforms necessary to restore public trust and 
accountability to law enforcement. 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2000

SPEECH OF

HON. CHARLES F. BASS
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 22, 1999

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2561) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Defense 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2000, 
and for other purposes:

Mr. BASS. Mr. Chairman, I rise to speak on 
the FY00 Defense Appropriations Act and to 
express my support for the Air Force’s F–22. 

I wish to commend the distinguished gen-
tleman from California, Mr. LEWIS, for pro-
ducing a bill that addresses the serious and 
evolving challenges facing our military. Under 
his guidance, the Subcommittee has worked 
very hard to promote our national security 
within a constrained budget, and I believe the 
bill before us goes a long way toward ad-
dressing many of our most urgent military re-
quirements. 

I am, however, troubled by the Subcommit-
tee’s recommendation to cut $1.8 billion from 
the F–22 program. I certainly appreciate the 
Subcommittee’s concerns about the program 
and am fully aware of the substantial chal-
lenges it faced as it sought to reconcile mili-
tary requirements with available resources. 
Nevertheless, I believe that the F–22 remains 
critical to maintaining the air superiority that 
has proven invaluable to the United States to 
date and will continue to be fundamental re-
quirement in the future if our interests are to 
be protected. Indeed, the F–22 program is the 
Air Force’s number one priority. 

Mr. Chairman, although I support the bill be-
fore us on the whole, I look forward to working 
with the Subcommittee Chairman and other 
members of the Committee to ensure that the 
F–22 is fully funded in the final bill. 
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MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION DRUG 
BENEFIT PLAN 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK
OF CALIFORNIA

HON. ALBERT RUSSELL WYNN
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 1999

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with 
my colleague ALBERT WYNN (D-MD) on behalf 
of the citizens of the United States and their 
requests for a much-needed Medicare pre-
scription drug benefit plan. 

Some of the greatest financial difficulties 
faced by seniors today come as a result of in-

creasingly exorbitant medication prices. As the 
price of prescription drugs continue to rise, ac-
cess to these vital drugs decrease concur-
rently. 

Just this week, we received the following 
petition from the Homecrest House Resident 
Council of Silver Spring, Maryland. This peti-
tion was sent to various members of Congress 
as well as President Clinton urging us to work 
together for the institution of a Medicare pre-
scription drug benefit plan Close to 300 of the 
residents signed this letter which stretches 
some seven feet long. It is an urgent plea that 
not only lays out their own concerns, but also 
those of seniors nationwide who are con-
stantly restricted financially from obtaining vital 
prescription drugs. 

The petition notes that decreased access to 
vital medications only contributes to prolonged 
illness and more frequent hospitalization, 
which subsequently increases the govern-
ment’s costs of caring for these elderly and 
disabled citizens. 

We ask our colleagues to join with us today 
in protecting our seniors and in aiding them in 
gaining access to the prescription drugs to 
which they are entitled. This petition is yet an-
other visible example of the need for Con-
gress to actively improve and protect the 
Medicare program. All seniors deserve access 
to prescription drug medications. It is our duty 
today to guarantee that access through 
prompt enactment of legislation that adds a 
prescription drug benefit to Medicare. 

I am submitting a copy of the petition we re-
ceived which clearly illustrates the Homecrest 
House residents’ concerns and requests.

HOMECREST HOUSE
RESIDENT COUNCIL,

Silver Spring, MD, July 8, 1999. 
Hon. PETER STARK,
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE STARK: We are en-
closing our petition signed by most of our 300 
resident.

All acknowledgment would be greatly ap-
preciated.

We are sure that we voice a concern of our 
friends around the nation, seniors and dis-
abled, who do without other necessities in 
order to buy need medications. 

We are confident that you will help us and 
that you and your party will get our vote, 
because you recognize how critically impor-
tant it is to make prescription drugs more 
affordable for senior and disabled persons. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely,
VIRGINIA BENSON,

President.
MARY RYGLER,

Chair, Community Affairs Committee. 
Enclosure.

Copies of this petition have been either 
hand-delivered or mailed to President Clin-
ton as well as several legislators. 

As Members of Congress, you hold in your 
hands the future quality of life of retired and 
disabled Americans, most of whom worked 
hard all their long lives and contributed to 
the greatness of our beloved country! 

The 300 Residents of a retirement commu-
nity in Silver Spring, Maryland who signed 
this petition, reflect the strivings of most el-
derly and disabled Americans all over the 
country!

We are sending to you our urgent plea to 
address the most vital problem affecting our 

segment of population and that is the sky-
rocketing cost of prescription drug! 

The fact that many vital medications are 
out of financial reach of most seniors and 
disabled contributes to the misery of pro-
longed illness and more frequent hospitaliza-
tion, which—in turn—increases the govern-
ment cost of caring for millions of elderly 
and disabled. 

Please keep in mind that we, seniors, take 
full advantage of the privilege of voting.
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TAX RELIEF 

HON. DAVID L. HOBSON
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 30, 1999

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Speaker, I commend my 
colleagues in the Senate for moving forward 
with a companion measure to the substantial 
tax relief and debt reduction contained in the 
Financial Freedom Act of 1999 that this cham-
ber approved last week. 

As we move towards a conference with the 
Senate, I want to urge my colleagues to con-
tinue to maintain the high priority we assigned 
to debt reduction. 

When I am back in Ohio’s 7th district, my 
constituents ask me to make sure Congress is 
paying off its debts, the same way they have 
to make their credit card and mortgage pay-
ments. 

I agree with this approach, which will help 
ensure that we meet our future obligations 
while reducing the burden the debt represents 
for our children and grandchildren. 

We made the right decision this year, when 
Congress set aside two-thirds of the surplus 
for Social Security and Medicare. This will 
help keep Social Security and Medicare sol-
vent for the long-term. 

Congress also pledged to pay down the na-
tional debt. This is a good step—we can put 
money back into the hands of taxpayers and 
maintain our fiscal responsibility. 

I was very supportive of the ‘‘trigger’’ mech-
anism which was included in the Financial 
Freedom Act to make sure that our debt re-
duction plans remain on track. I urge my col-
leagues to insist this sensible and responsible 
provision remains a key priority during our ne-
gotiations with the Senate to produce a final 
tax relief and debt reduction measure. 
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ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2000

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE
OF DELAWARE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday 27, 1999

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2605) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2000, and for other purposes.

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Chairman, I rise in support 
of H.R. 2605, the FY 2000 Energy and Water 
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